Dear-Bill , 


9/3/95 

There is nothing new in the USA today story of a /30 saying that a former 
FBISA said tliat Oswald was an FBI informer other than attributing it to an affidavit 
by Career U ayton. I had tliat, with u ayotn as the source, in the late 1960s, but Gayton 
would jHjot talk to mo, dealt with me so to speak through an intermediary, and that made 
me uneasy and then the intermediary lost patience with me. 

Just before tlrje story appear someone raised that matter with me by phone. 
Perhaps it wa3 Gary Aguilar. I then remembered the name of the man I refer td as the 
intermediary and I liave wliat I have filed under his n;_ine® His name was Jim and I think 
liis last name began with a P. If so - could find this by going j|tln’ough the P parts of 
the files but believe it is not worth the time. 


As I remember it Jim's landlord was Gayton, in Seattle or Portland, in tliat area. 

I am not certain but have the impression Gayton may be blakk. 

Part of the storyjis tliat Gayton worked with llosty, I think in Kansas City. I 
liave trouble believing llosty would have <Jfsaid to anyone what in than account he alleged 

T aytou. I also .have trouble, if I remember the story correctly, believing that 
nosty would hav:i left notes for Oswald, at the $eckley rooming house. As I now ewcall it, 
two times. 

O t 

At first Jim referred to Gayton as "C" only then as °arver. 

After a while Uiu moved to ^eu Orleans and - heard from him from there. Tliat 
was at the time of Garrison activity. 

■ u n a hunch I checked and I liave a Carver Gayton file. In it is a 1972 memo 
to friends both now dead, the man an AP Reporter, saying all that this story says and 
wliy it deadended with me. Is had the Ggyton address in Seattle and the man^s name was 
Jim Giuhenau/K I'm not checking my GichonauS file. Host is in it. Nit worth it. 

Tide story quotes ^ewman in q wqy tliat again makes me wonder wliat function he 
liad in Army intelligence, wonder whether he was an academic teacher and little or no 
more, because he knows nothing about wliat PSI means to the FBI. ^e is Quoted as saying 
it "suggests Oswald was a ' low-lebcl ' informant for tho bureau." Ut suggests nothing 
of the sorjr. The story refers to the intials meaning "potential." Ovar/(ho years I've 
forgotten but it means probationary and 1 tldnlc tliat is the word represented by the letter 
Iij fact wlieh one is a PSI one is an informer but on probation, usually lasting shout 
months, /ill FBI informers begin wit If. thfcs probation, regardless of the Value of the 
information they deliver. 

Buck Revill is quoted as dissembling and misleading the report /fly his use of 
FBI lingo and semantics. He knew very well tliat if Oswald had been a PSI there would 
be Dallas records and HQ records in files wibth the 134 classification. HQ approval is 
required for using anyone as a probationaiy informer and for full status after probation, 
too, there are undisclosed Rfiby 137 fiefs. The FBI refused to give them to me-M 
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in CAs 78-0322/0420 combined where they were relevant. 

■^-n practise had this been true Oswald would have been known as DL????PSI and 
if he had passed his probation lie would have been known as DL????SI.Same file. There 
would also be in ^allas if procedures were followed a contact report, a printed form, 
filled out fo± every contact with u swald and for ^uby, with an evaluation of the informa- 
tion gotten on each contact and if documents or other things were produced they would 

be in an evidence envelope that as I recall as FBI form 340 # 

/ 

Because Oswald was quoted by -^elgado as saying Ms favorite book wqs The 
1 

Animal |&rm I had difficulty believing he would he an informer but on the other side 
he was so virulently anti-Communist I could believe he might be willing to be that kind 

r a 

of an informer. I supose that is why I spent sow much time on the phone with ^ochenaur 
and in correspondence with him. 

In passing, my copy of my memo of 1972 to J im and Jennifer White is a carbon 
copy. % typing then was good enough and all my file copies of that era are carbon 
copies. 

There is one other tiling that probably influences me then because it im- 


pressed me from tne outsoti. Oswald' s c^amness on being arrested and charged did 
suggest to mo tliat ho did expect someone to come 'forward and rnbke it clear that he 
was not the killer or the assassin, that someone with some a$thoi±ity would do that. 

Ill 

x hus the lead and summary of the first tiling i wrote on therassassination, at the time 
of the assassination, sent to the literary ggent i then had, began, "Lee Barvey Oswald 
could not have been personna non grata to the FBI." Tliat actuality cost me my agent. 

With this story saying tliat tray ton denies he over said such a tMng or tliat 
Hosty said it X do not agree with ^ewman’ a "very powerful evidence" that the AERB 
should follow but I do believe it should make an effort. put it tliis way because the 
FBI will not allqjw it into its files rooms and because without access to them whether 
it destroyed records cannot be determined. For example, there is not a single mention 
of the note that without questkin ^swald left for Hosty in any Balias or HQ record tliat 
is disclosed yet without question there were communications between Dallas and HQ on 
that and in fact it was HQ tliat directed ShanldLinj^ to destroy that note after Oswald 
was killed and there would be no trial. I have proof of what I say in an FBIHQ tickler* 
The documents Newman is quited as saying Clinton should order released do not 

seem to refer to tliis from what the bo^rd lias stated in its releases. 

B , 
est, 
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With regard to the rest of your 3/30, -Lai is feeling better and is eating a 

bit better but is still weaker and a bit more unsteady on her feet. A nd more tired. 

I'd put it that while the Simpson case is about to be wrapped up it is far 

from ready for tliat by any concept of real justice. There is the pressure from the 

jury tlxat has been so abused by s^ch long sequestration tliat is pressurejon tho judge 

who mismanaged the ca/a so much in its earlier days to have a/jury and there is tho 
J ' {ffr/irU* 

pressure on the defense to get th case to this jury before f-lifoes more jurors but 

there is no pressure at all on the prosecution which knows this juryjwill not convict. 

l"ou raise not all the questions b^t enough of them for the truth to be clear. 

I believe that in time there will be a great number of instances of serious 

prosecutorial misconduct tliat come to be known. Qne&f question is how much of that will 

^to keep out oi the record, another is what the defense has learned or can learn and 

wha£ opportunity there will bo for getting it before the jury. I^u may remember that at 

the outset I told thg AP that given the complaints in LA I could tick of^, off the top 

of the had, parallels in the JFK and iv ±ng oases. Especially on the evidence. I think 

i sent you a copy of my letter to Cochran that the defense has ignored, about the 

condition of the foliage where ^impson is said to have fallri§ in going over it and 
/ d kJL I 

of the three Maid knotfekf coming from a single fall. The t imi ng of those knocks co- 
inciding with when Fuhrman was actually there rather than when he testified he was there. 
And it is not only Fuhrman of the police. 

urhman could have gotten a search warrant by phone or radio and made no 
/y y^iJl 

such effort or^iny such report by radio saying ho was entering from fear there would 
be another victim, something like Ms hullsMt explanation of illegally searching. 

And the delay in getting the corner there is incredible. . 

A * . 

If the ju$y dod3 last and if it does not convict, absent an acquittal ^ can 
setjCochran arguing that he cannot be tried again because of the abuses by the "people", 
wMch does not really represent the people and does include the police* 

I xan can also believe that Cochran will file suit for false arrest in an 
effort to recover costs that are in the millions I am sure. Even over the faking of 
evidence, wMch was done. And the leak of the alleged results of th DUA on the stockings 
about wMch Ito was so prejudiced was to prejudice all possible jurors and could have 
come from the police or prosecution only, nobody else even knowing thatj/the sto cking s 
were sent fox’ such testing. But the pictures show he did not even sit on the bed to 
take them off and no blood from the shore , which would have been inevitable, anywhere. 

There is an enormous amount and there certainly will be books on tMs and I do 
expect what I'm surprised there has not beon^publio outcry over such tMngs as Ito's 
outrageous ruling on the Fulirman tapes, especially where the defense has alleged he 

S ^ upidly P rosented wl»t turned out to be proof, that 



